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WELCOME TO THE SCHOOL CHOICE COUNTS CAMPAIGN

This is the first in a series of regular campaign bulletins designed to keep you informed about
our School Choice Counts Federal Election campaign and provide practical resources for you,
your teachers, parents, and school communities to get involved.

Our goal is simple: to protect Independent school students’ government funding, defend
family choice in education, and ensure fair treatment for every family who chooses an
Independent school.

These bulletins will include updates on the campaign, important facts and figures about
Independent schools, and details on how you can help spread the message. We encourage
you to use these bulletins in communications with your school community, so parents can
understand what is at stake and how they can contribute.

A national campaign to support Schools, Students, and Families

There are growing calls from politicians and commentators who advocate that funding for
non-government schools should be reduced or even removed. Decisions made in the coming
months will shape the future of education funding, family choice, and the opportunities
available to the 716,000 students whose families choose an Independent school.

Many Independent school parents, and the wider community, may not be aware that every
Australian student, no matter which school they attend, receives some funding from
government. They may not realise this funding is essential to keep education affordable and
accessible, or that the government contribution is reduced based on the actual income —the
Capacity to Contribute - of a school's parent body.

Changes to government funding policies risk higher fees, reduced support for vulnerable
students and fewer choices for families.

Families are taxpayers and voters. They contribute to our education system through fees,
often making significant sacrifices to send their children to their chosen school.

To ensure our voices are heard, Independent Schools Australia (ISA), working with the state
and territory Associations of Independent Schools, has launched the School Choice Counts
campaign.

This initiative will support students, parents, and school communities in coming together to
protect fair funding and secure the right of every family to choose the best education for their
children.

What we're asking for

Independent Schools Australia (ISA), in partnership with state and territory Associations of
Independent Schools, will soon officially launch School Choice Counts—a national campaign
to:
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Protect Family Choice: Families deserve the right to choose the best educational environment
for their children without being penalised by rising fees as a result of funding cuts.

End the Blame Game: Let's focus on supporting every student, regardless of the school they
attend, and put an end to divisive attacks that only harm communities.

In the coming weeks, a suite of key policy asks will be released as part of this campaign,
including these priorities, to ensure no Independent school family is left worse off. We will
keep you informed every step of the way.

How Schools Can Get Involved

In coming weeks we'll be sharing a range of resources for school communities. Your school
can participate by:

1. Sharing this Bulletin: Help your parents and school community keep informed about
the election, policies that impact school choice and activities that schools and their
peak bodies are undertaking.

2. Share the Facts: We'll be providing resources so that families and school
communities can develop their understating of how our education and funding
systems work, and how policy changes can affect them.

3. Engage Politicians: Encourage parents and school leaders to contact local MPs and
candidates to highlight the importance of funding for students.

4. Raise Awareness: We'll be providing tools and resources that can be used on social
media, in newsletters, or at parent events.

Resources for You

In the coming weeks, we'll be rolling out the School Choice Counts Toolkit for schools and
parents. This toolkit will include everything you need to support the campaign and raise
awareness in your community, including:

o Campaign resources: Fact sheets, posters, and templates to help you share accurate
information about Independent schools.

¢ A dedicated microsite: A one-stop hub with campaign updates, downloadable
materials, and tools to help parents and schools take action.

e Social media tools: Ready-to-use graphics, hashtags, and posts to amplify your
message across platforms.

We're also planning a national media launch at Parliament House in Canberra, ensuring our
campaign has a powerful and visible start. Details will follow in upcoming bulletins.

Political Activity

Engaging with politicians is a vital part of the campaign. Here's what we’ve been doing:

e Roundtables: We've hosted sessions in key electorates, including Boothby and
Mackellar, where principals, parents, and school representatives shared their
perspectives directly with MPs. In February and March, additional roundtables are
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planned in seats such as Goldstein, Curtin, Solomon, Bass, Bradfield, Cowper, and
more.

¢ One-on-One Briefings: Over the past three months, we've met with 21 senior
politicians, including Education Minister Jason Clare and Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton, to outline the campaign’s priorities and stress its importance.

These efforts ensure that decision-makers understand the critical role Independent schools
play in their communities and the consequences of policy changes that affect funding and
affordability.

National Media Momentum is Building

The School Choice Counts campaign is already making headlines:

e Our campaign received front-page coverage in The Australian, one of the nation’s
most influential newspapers.

e Stories about record-breaking enrolment growth in Independent schools have
appeared in every major daily newspaper, demonstrating the trust and confidence
families place in our schools.

This widespread media attention highlights the importance of our campaign and ensures that
decision-makers are paying attention. By working together, we can keep this momentum
going and make a difference for our students and families.
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Next Steps

The next bulletin will include updates on the School Choice Counts Toolkit and practical
ways your school community can get involved. Together, we can stand up for Independent
school students, protect family choice, and end divisive rhetoric that harms our communities.

Thank you for your support in this critical campaign. For more information or assistance,
please contact schoolchoicecounts@isa.edu.au

#SchoolChoiceCounts #IndependentSchoolsAustralia




